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Who am I? 

I run a results and stats service, Soccerfile Wales, freelance for the Welsh Premier League 

and have done so since the outset in 1992. I also supply the Press Association with data as 

well as covering Wales for the German Kicker Sportmagazin. I also do features on request 

for the prestigious World Soccer magazine and supply UEFA’s European Football Yearbook 

with the copy and stats for Wales. My data is used on websites world wide. 

I have produced three books “African Football Handbook” in 1988 – the first to cover the 

continent - a Welsh Football Almanac in 1991 with Adrian Dumphy and Dave Collins and 

“History of the Cambrian Coast League” in 2009. I have also compiled various media guides 

for the WPL and am editor of the League’s weekly Welsh Premier Times. 

Having been involved with the Welsh Premier League since its inception in 1992 I believe I 

am in a good position to assess the progress made during the last twenty years. 

These can be split into five different categories. Format, Media, Stadia, Playing Standards 

and Youth Development 

Agenda Item 2

Page 1



League Format 

Initially the League adopted a twenty club membership made up of an equal split between 

North and South. In this respect it should be noted that the North included Mid-Wales except 

for Aberystwyth Town who were members of the southern Welsh League. 

Gradually the League came down to eighteen which was then the norm for most European 

Leagues. In 2010 a major structural change was implemented by the FAW forcing the 

League down to twelve clubs. After consideration the current format was adopted whereby 

the clubs play each other twice in the First Phase – totalling 22 matches each – before 

splitting into two groups for the Second Phase. These are formed from the top six – the 

Championship Conference – and the bottom six – forming the Play-off Conference. The 

playing records are carried forward from the First Phase. This provides a further 10 matches 

each. 

The top club of the Play-off Conference, and possibly second placed club depending on 

circumstance, qualify with clubs finishing third to sixth in the Championship for the Europa 

League Play-offs. The winner takes the League’s second UEFA League spot. 

The two stages during the season have so far created an air of competitiveness throughout 

the season compared with a straight August to April run through. 

This season’s title, as with last season, was won on the last round of fixtures; likewise the 

relegation issues. 

Some clubs have complained that they play each other too often but with only 12 clubs in the 

league it is impossible to get away from this. A straight round-robin would see all clubs 

playing each other four times giving 44 matches per season – far too heavy a burden for wet 

Wales’ grass pitches. 

Matters are compounded by the League Cup where clubs could meet again a couple of times 

but this could be alleviated by either: 

• Inviting the top two from the feeder Leagues to take part 

• Seeding the draw so that at least in the early rounds matches are between clubs from 

separate conferences. The League Cup starts after the First Phase has finished 

This is inevitably going to remain a problem unless the League is increased to sixteen which 

is highly unlikely at present. If it was then a straight forward season of 30 matches could still 

end with play-offs as occur in Holland and Belgium for example. 

Page 2



Media 

This section can be broken into sub categories: 

i. Television 

a. Match transmission 

The current coverage supplied by Rondo Media and S4/C is the best ever achieved 

by the League and reaches an extremely high standard. Let us hope it continues 

b. TV News coverage 

The word that springs to mind is abysmal. The BBC’s Wales Today will not give a 

minute to the WPL. On approach they say that sufficient time is given to football 

which in their mind is coverage of clubs playing in England. This must be the next 

target for media improvement, even 15seconds on a Friday evening showing a 

caption of the weekend’s fixtures would be quite acceptable. 

ii. Newspaper coverage 

In the north the Daily Post gives excellent coverage with their website blog by 

Dave Jones adding to the print contribution. 

However in the south the so-called national newspaper of Wales must I suppose 

pander to their main readership in the valley areas which from a football point of 

view concentrates on Cardiff City – a club rebuked by the FAW last year for 

making derogatory remarks about the League over the tannoy system. 

This brings into focus the true struggle facing the WPL in the future – English football. 

The FAW’s failure to create a national league much earlier in their history has allowed the 

influence of the game over the dyke to expand beyond control. This leaves the WPL with an 

uphill battle to gain support and increase attendances. The only option I can see is to 

persuade fans of clubs like Liverpool, Manchester United etc to adopt a second club in their 

own country with incentives to visit their nearest WPL club - reductions for season ticket 

holders for example. 

Engaging these fans will hopefully then lead to some twinning of clubs perhaps; it is done 

elsewhere. 

Imagination and initiative is needed if we are to increase attendances. Clubs that talk of 

returning to England – as Anne Jones’ Rhyl have done - should realise that as far as football 

is concerned Wales is an independent country and if a League had been formed earlier in the 

FAW’s history the clubs playing in England would not be there at all. To those clubs that 

want to move to England I would say come into the real world. You are in Wales and that is 

where your future lies. 
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As mentioned Wales is independent in the world of football but that is a fragile position 

within FIFA. FIFA’s criteria for membership states that 

“Any association which is responsible for organising and supervising football in its country 

may become a member of FIFA. In this context, the expression ‘country’ shall refer to an 

independent state recognised by the international community.” 

Clearly Wales does not fall into this category and its membership is a privileged one based 

on the creation of the International Football Association Board  

IFAB is made up of representatives from each of the United Kingdom's pioneering football 

associations - The FA, the Scottish Football Association, Football Association of Wales and 

Northern Ireland's Irish Football Association – and FIFA, the international governing body 

for football.  

Each UK association has one vote and FIFA has four. IFAB deliberations must be approved 

by three-quarters of the vote, which translates to at least six votes. Thus, FIFA's approval is 

necessary for any IFAB decision, but FIFA alone cannot change the Laws of the Game—

they need to be agreed by at least two of the UK members. There is also a quorum 

requirement that at least four of the five member associations, one of which must be FIFA, 

have to be present for a meeting to proceed. 

The Board meets twice a year, once to decide on possible changes to the rules governing the 

game of Football and once to deliberate on its internal affairs. The first meeting is called the 

Annual General Meeting (AGM) and the second is the Annual Business Meeting (ABM). 

Four weeks before the AGM, the member associations must send their written proposals to 

the secretary of the host association. FIFA then prints a list of suggestions that are distributed 

to all other associations for examination. The AGM is held either in February or March and 

the ABM is held between September and October. 

Wales’ membership of this organisation and of FIFA is as a result of the four home nations’ 

historic status as the founders of the organised game. 

Politically this is becoming less stable. Moves have been made in the past by Asian and 

African FIFA members to try and overturn this privilege and was one of the reasons that the 

late Alun Evans set up the WPL – to publicise our identity to the world. 

It is important that we maintain this identity at all costs. This has not been made easy of late 

with the English FA grabbing headlines – and little support – for a challenge on the FIFA 

Council. Couple this with Scotland’s possible, or even probable, political independence then 

our position becomes even more precarious. 

Challenges to our position will become easier with only three countries in the UK. 

It is therefore important that the WAG recognises this and that Welsh football is looking to 

them to support – without conditions – this independent status and that it does nothing to 

undermine the status quo. 
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Stadia 
Massive strides have been taken to improve facilities at grounds over the last twenty years 

and the clubs have worked extremely hard to take their stadiums up to and beyond Domestic 

Licence requirements. 

Raising the required funding has taken great effort and with FAW funding targets have been 

reached. 

However, the stadia improvements have in many cases not been matched at the same pace 

for playing surface quality. Clubs still suffer from poor drainage and for the standard of 

football to improve a major hike in surface quality has to be prioritised. 

Newtown and Prestatyn Town have recently explored using UEFA standard synthetic pitches 

as currently used by The New Saints. This of course is also a commercially based move but 

provides an all-weather surface that copes easily with the oft horrendous Welsh weather. 

This is where the Welsh Assembly Government can help with both funding to help the move 

to synthetics and with grant aid to employ specialist consultants to advise on drainage and 

turf quality for clubs wishing to remain with the traditional grass.  

In the case of synthetic pitches the link clubs will forge with the local community for 

additional use will surely fall under some funded community aid project at the WAG. 
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Playing standards and Youth Development 

There has in my personal opinion been a vast improvement in playing standards with more 

WPL players moving to higher levels both in the UK and abroad. 

For example Geoff Kellaway of Aberystwyth Town has played for Australian A-League side 

Melbourne Victory and a number of players have played in Finland during their summer 

season 

To continue this improvement it is important that clubs look to the future by nurturing their 

own talent. As part of the Domestic and UEFA Licensing criteria all clubs must have a fully 

operational Academy and these get financial help from UEFA itself. 

Running an Academy is a costly business and this is where the WAG can I believe help via 

its Coaching and Leadership initiative and via Sport Wales 

In times of economic strain it is essential that young players are brought into the game at 

club level both from a social point of view and to enable the clubs to plan ahead. 

Conclusion 

The Welsh Premier League is our nation’s flagship football competition but its growth is 

stunted by lack of funding. 

The FAW have over recent years increased its support but unlike clubs in England very little 

other financial support is forthcoming. In England the Football Foundation, funded by the 

Premier League, The FA, Sport England and Government, support football at all levels. 

Note that the Premier League is one of the partners involved. Their contribution comes from 

massive deals for TV coverage. Coverage available to Welsh customers of the pay-per-view 

channels but none of the revenue is passed on to Welsh football. 

The WAG could break new ground here by questioning the fairness of this and approaching 

the powers involved that a percentage of this revenue should be made available to Welsh 

football.  

Note also that the UK government gives money to football in England, but does not 

financially support the game in Wales. This must be queried 

Despite what you may hear from supporters of the rugby code, Association Football is, from 

a participation and support point of view, the national sport of Wales. Let’s treat it as such 

and I would ask the WAG to do its bit in supporting our Premier League. 
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CELG(4) WPL 06  

Communities, Equality and Local Government 
Committee  

Inquiry into the Welsh Premier League 

Response from Gareth Jones 

 

Dear friends, 

I would first like to thank the Committee for showing interest in the Welsh Premier League. 

During my time as Chair or Secretary of Carmarthen Town Football Club, this is the first time for 

this situation to arise. 

In order to facilitate debate, I will follow the format set out in your original e-mail: 

Footballing standards 

As someone who has a varied background in the footballing world, I believe that the Premier 

League has led to an improvement in standards. By now, it is recognised as a league of quality, 

particularly in respect of those teams in the upper echelons. Clubs are having an opportunity to 

compete in European competitions, some more successfully than others.  

By now, player quality has changed for the better. In the past, a relatively small group of good 

players was seen moving from club to club, based on the money on offer. These days, players 

have the opportunity to develop within their clubs and to attain a very high standard. It is a very 

good shop window for players of excellence.  

League format 

As a club, Carmarthen had doubts about cutting the league to 12 teams. We abstained from 

voting at the key meeting, but given that the Football Association of Wales (FAW) had the 

casting vote, we knew what the outcome would be! 

After two seasons, the general feeling among our fans (based on detailed research) was that 

more teams were needed. They find watching the same clubs four times to be boring. The 

general view is that 16 is the ideal number of teams, along with a high-quality League Cup. 

Agenda Item 3
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As a club, we have opposed the notion of summer football. Volunteers run the Carmarthen FA, 

and it is usually harder to get stewards and so forth in August. As a teacher, I would personally 

have no hope of securing time for football and a holiday! 

Other practical reasons have been identified for not playing in the summer. Traditionally, our 

crowds are much smaller in August. Traffic is an issue when travelling on summer weekends. 

The pitches are hard, making it more difficult to play attractive football.  

Our feeling is that there is scope for more midweek games, particularly in September and 

October. What is wrong with launching the league season on the bank holiday weekend at the 

end of August? There could be games on Friday night, Saturday afternoon and Monday, and 

these could be local fixtures in order to reduce travel problems.  

Having a break in January is a very good idea. We could then have games on the Easter bank 

holiday. Easter Monday is a traditional football day in west Wales. 

I would like to see more support for teams that reach European competitions. The FAW has 

expertise that could be of great value to these clubs e.g. providing a dietician. They could also 

secure competitive fixtures for these teams before they play. Maybe the teams could spend a 

weekend or more in Cardiff or at a special centre in order to prepare in greater detail.  

The development and progress of players/coaches 

The Premier League has spurred improvement in players and coaches. The work done by our 

academies is very valuable (two of our youth team members have been in the first team squad 

since Christmas). By standardising coaching qualifications, domestic and UEFA licences have 

compelled clubs to hire quality coaches. We now need support to maintain and promote the 

work done by the academies.  

We feel that the impact that licences are having on the standard of team coaches in the 

Premier League needs to be looked at. Are these standards too high at present? It is very 

difficult for clubs to shoulder the cost of coaching coaches. The number of coaches that possess 

the necessary qualification is low, and these coaches are therefore scarce (thereby increasing 

their cost to a club!). We therefore suggest that officials look at this. 

The quality of coaches has improved, but others need greater opportunities to obtain the same 

qualifications. The cost of pursuing a coaching course (an ‘A’ course costs more than £3,000, 

and a ‘Pro’ course more than £8,000) is out of individuals’ reach. We suggest that an agreement 

is drawn up between the FAW and the coaches. The coaches would receive a grant for 

completing a course, and they would have to pay it back should they leave the club to which 

Page 8



they are tied before the end of a specific period of time. Until this happens, the quality of 

coaching will remain static. The league needs continuous new blood if it is to flourish. 

We also feel that better use needs to be made of experienced coaches with the top 

qualifications. At present, they work for one club only. How about using their knowledge and 

skills by dispatching them to lower-placed teams in the league so that they can share their 

experiences? This could form a part of their continuous professional development. 

There are many more opportunities for young players. There are representative teams at all 

levels, and they hold their own against representative teams from other countries. The 

academy system works, but there are clubs in the system that do not contribute fully to its 

activities, which has consequences. 

 

External contributions 

Although the clubs in the Premier League focus on their first teams, their contribution to local 

football is also very important.  

One regret is the fact that players can no longer sign up to play for two clubs. It is not possible 

for a club like Carmarthen to maintain a large squad of players. In the past, we collaborated 

with other clubs to keep players fit and to develop young players who were too old for youth 

teams. 

As a club, we are organising a football festival for primary schools during the summer term. Out 

of necessity in a rural setting, the teams will be mixed. We will collaborate with primary schools 

and participate in the Show Racism the Red Card initiative in order to raise awareness of 

contemporary problems in our society. We will also ensure that we comply with equal 

opportunities legislation. We are grateful for the licences in this regard. 

The position of the Premier League in Welsh sport and within the media 

This is dependent on personal attitudes. Personally, I feel that there is insufficient support for 

the Premier League within the corridors of the FAW. Positive support is provided by some 

members, but not by all. Until there is a positive relationship, the league will suffer.  

We feel frustrated on occasions when decisions are made without consultation e.g. the decision 

regarding who is allowed to play in the Welsh Cup. 

The league is criticised in the press. The lack of a team in south-east Wales is primarily 

responsible for this, as well as a lack of enterprise by the press in the west. How important are 

newspapers to young people these days? 
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Maybe the BBC is sulking because it lost the contract to broadcast Wales games! The clubs are 

not informed of what is going on. Is it the same state of affairs with the Western Mail? 

We have to praise Rondo Media to the skies. Its coverage of live games on Saturday afternoons 

is superb. The programme Sgorio has been a part of football supporters’ culture in Wales since 

before the establishment of the Welsh Premier League. Seeing Carmarthen’s fixtures on the 

same programme as the likes of Barcelona lifts the heart. It is a shame that there is no financial 

value for the Premier League clubs in relation to the use of their resources for broadcasting live 

games.  

An opportunity was missed when the Principality’s sponsorship period came to an end. It is a 

Welsh company with Welsh products. One wonders whether enough work was done to ensure 

that the contract was extended. This is the time to ask what role is played by the FAW’s 

marketing officer. No one has ever seen him Carmarthen, for him to share his skills! 

We must also ask why an expert had to be recruited, using grant funds, for the ‘Grow Your Club’ 

project. Our last meeting was very similar to a GCSE or AS business class! Would it have been 

possible to obtain a grant for improving broadcasting facilities? 

The clubs 

I am not in a position to comment on other clubs. 

In Carmarthen, the club is run by volunteers. The club runs the following teams: under 12s, 

under 14s, under 16s, under 19s, the second team (in the Carmarthenshire league) and the 

team that plays in the Welsh Premier League. In addition, we run development sessions for 

pupils of primary school age.   

The club is a key part of the community. To date, we have built partnerships with Bro Myrddin 

Welsh Comprehensive School, Carmarthen Quins Rugby Club and Carmarthenshire County 

Council in order to search for funds to improve leisure facilities in the town. It is a very 

ambitious project. 

Our club is used as a community centre, with more than 20 different organisations using it at 

different times. It hosts arts groups, a computer group, weight-loss classes, and social events 

organised by parents’ groups to raise money for local schools and charities. The club adopts one 

local charity annually (the local hospice is receiving our contributions this year). 

Our relationship with the businesses of the town is very positive. Without their support, 

Carmarthen would not be a member of the Welsh Premier League. It is tough to maintain this 

through the work of volunteers. 
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We are very fortunate in respect of resources. We have a stand that holds more than 1,000, car 

parks on both sides of the field and changing rooms hopefully on the way, thanks to the 

generosity of the FAW. The club has a lease for over 90 years at Richmond Park. Regrettably, 

the Romans had once settled there, and any development these days ensures a visit by CADW.  

Work is needed to improve the quality of the pitch. Again, volunteers are busy, but without the 

relevant human and mechanical resources, the pitch is not going to improve in the near future 

unless the relevant authorities invest.  

Improvements in the quality of pitches are primarily going to raise the standard of games and 

raise the league’s profile. Games are broadcast live at present, and some of our pitches are not 

good enough (I include Richmond Park in Carmarthen in this observation). Investment is 

needed in our pitches.  

An annual budget is set for our teams, and detailed inspection and monitoring activities are 

conducted. We must ensure that there is no overspend. 

At present, we are looking into the possibility of establishing a charity section at the club that 

will be able to attract more grants or gain access to additional sources of capital. We are 

grateful to Carmarthenshire Council for its support in this respect and also to Llandovery Rugby 

Club. 

2012 Strategic Plan 

The strategic plan is welcomed in general terms. The Premier League does not occupy a 

prominent position, but there is time to flesh this out in the future. The clubs must have a voice 

in doing this. This could foster the appearance of a much more professional league, in which 

everyone co-operates. 

Thank you very much for this opportunity to respond to the Committee. This is only the opinion 

of one club, but it is an entirely honest one. We are very proud to be members of the Welsh 

Premier League and want it to flourish in the future. A successful national league is key to the 

development of football in Wales. 

GARETH JONES 
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